  ● Connect: The Course of the French Revolution 
Major Events of the French Revolution 
The Estates General were reluctantly summoned by King Louis XVI in May of 1789 with an aim to solve the monarchy’s financial crisis. There were three classes represented by the Estates General:  the nobles, clergy, and the rest of the population or the so-called Third Estate. Each estate had only  one vote. As a result, the nobility and clergy could always overrule the Third Estate. Fearing they would be forced to bear the burden of the financial 
crisis, the members of the Third Estate decided to form their own National Assembly. After being locked out of the meeting of the Estates General, they moved to an indoor tennis court where they pledged the so-called Tennis Court Oath, vowing to remain there until a new constitution had been written. 
On July 14, 1789, an angry crowd marched on the Bastille, a medieval fortress in east Paris that was mostly housing political prisoners. To many people in France, it was considered as a symbol of the  much hated Louis’ regime. Angry, unemployed, and hungry Parisians saw it as a place to vent their  frustrations. The commander of the Bastille, Marquis de Launay and his troops resisted for a few hours before they surrendered to the mob. After learning about the fall of the Bastille, King Louis XVI withdrew the royal troops from the French capital and recalled finance minister Jacques Necker whom he dismissed just three days earlier. However, he could no longer reverse the Revolution, while the National Assembly (from July 9 formally called the National Constituent Assembly) became de facto the French government. 
Many people in Paris and the rest of France were hungry, unemployed and restless. In October, a  large crowd of protesters, mostly women, marched from Paris to the Palace of Versailles, convinced that the royal family and nobility there lived in luxury, oblivious to the hardships of the French people. They broke into the quarters of Queen Marie Antoinette who as an Austrian was particularly despised. The crowd demanded bread and wanted to bring the King and his family back to Paris to “live among the people”. Louis conceded to their demands and agreed to go to Paris with the mob, believing it  would only be a temporary inconvenience. As they left Versailles, the crowd chanted that it was  “bringing back the baker, the baker’s wife and the little baker’s apprentice!” 
The National Assembly continued working on a new constitution for France. After much debate, members of the Assembly decided to impose limits to the King’s authority. The King would have veto  power, but the National Assembly could overrule his veto. These restrictions appalled Louis XVI and  Marie Antoinette. They also felt like prisoners in their Tuileries Palace in Paris. They decided to leave France and seek refuge in Austria, hoping to eventually be reinstated on the throne as absolute monarchs. Before leaving, Louis wrote a manifesto denouncing the Revolution. On June 20, 1791, the royal family quietly left Paris. They managed to get within a few miles of the border before being recognized in the town of Varennes and forced to go back. The incident was devastating for the National Assembly. The King’s attempt to flee and his denouncement of the Revolution came just as the new constitution was about to be implemented. Now they had to deal with a monarch who was against the constitution and very unpopular with the people. 
The long awaited constitution finally came into effect on September 30, 1791. France was proclaimed a constitutional monarchy, while the National Assembly was dissolved and replaced by a new political
body named the Legislative Assembly. No member of the National Assembly was elected to the new legislative body as it was agreed earlier that the members of the National Assembly would not be allowed to hold a seat in the new parliament. The result was the loss of everyone with valuable political experience. The Legislative Assembly was composed of various political factions, ranging from moderate royalists to radical republicans. 
The issue of war dominated the debate in the new Legislative Assembly. Tensions with the rest of Europe continued to rise. Revolutionary France was viewed with both fear and anger by the European monarchies, especially by the neighboring Austrian monarchy. In France, the support for war was growing as well. Louis XVI and hard line monarchists wanted war because they believed that foreign armies would easily overthrow the new government. The revolutionaries, on the other hand, pushed for war because they thought it would unify the nation and spread the ideas of the Revolution to the rest of Europe. On April 20, 1792, France declared war on Austria. 
In spring and summer of 1792, the French government found itself in a very difficult situation. The Austrian army and its Prussian allies started advancing into the French territory. Economic stagnation continued throughout the country. The King was widely viewed as a traitor for trying to flee the  country. The Legislative Assembly was divided, and Paris was getting increasingly radicalized. On  August 10, a crowd of about 20,000 people attacked the Tuileries Palace. The King and Queen had escaped the Palace and placed themselves under the protection of the Legislative Assembly. Fearing further violence, the Assembly placed them under arrest. The Revolution was moving into a more radical phase. Over the next month, hundreds of suspected royalists were executed in what became known as the “September Massacre”. Many French men and women fled for their lives. 
Following the arrests of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, the Legislative Assembly disbanded and replaced itself with a new political body named the National Convention. The first act of the latter was to declare France as a republic on September 21, 1792. Meanwhile, the French military had halted the foreign invasion and pushed back the Austrians and Prussians. Louis was charged with treason. The vote at the end of the trial was unanimous: Louis was guilty. The vote on the death penalty was much closer but it passed. On January 21, 1793, Louis was driven through the streets of Paris to a guillotine and decapitated. Marie Antoinette had a short trial next. She was accused of numerous crimes, many of them based on rumors. On October 16, she too was found guilty and guillotined the same day. 
The new National Convention was dominated by the Committee of Public Safety. One man in particular, Maximilien Robespierre came to dominate the Committee and established himself as the leader of the so-called Reign of Terror. Robespierre wanted to rid France of all enemies of the Revolution and to protect the “virtue” of the nation. From September 1793 to July 1794, an estimated 16,000 people were guillotined. Many radicals were executed along with moderates. Most leaders of the French Revolution were now either dead or had fled the republic. Opposition to Robespierre gretee member George-Jacques Danton and Robespierre proclaiming himself as the leader of a  new religion of the Supreme Being caused much resentment. On July 27, 1794, Robespierre was arrested. He was guillotined the following day.w both in the Committee of Public Safety and within the National Convention. The execution of popular Commit 
After the dramatic fall of Robespierre, the National Convention created a new constitution for France that was implemented in 1795. Leading the new government was the Directory consisting of an
executive council of five members. Almost from the start, the Directory became mired in corruption,  political conflict, financial problems, and depended on the army to remain in power. In 1799, a  successful military commander named Napoleon Bonaparte returned from a military expedition in Egypt and ousted the Directory. Napoleon established what he called the Consulate and himself as the First Consul. 
Source: http://historylists.org/events/list-of-10-major-events-of-the-french-revolution.html


Part I – Chart Breakdown (Major Events & Impact)
Using the text provided, complete the chart below. Fill in the impact on the Revolution.
	Date
	Event
	Impact on the Revolution

	May 1789
	Estates General convened
	Highlighted France’s deep social and political inequalities.

	June 1789
	Tennis Court Oath
	Was used as a form of protest.

	July 14, 1789
	Storming of the Bastille
	Caused King Louis XVI withdraw the royal troops from the French capital.

	October 1789
	March on Versailles
	“Louis conceded to their demands and agreed to go to Paris with the mob, believing it  would only be a temporary inconvenience.”

	June 1791
	Flight to Varennes
	Destroyed King Louis XVl.

	Sept. 1791
	New Constitution (Legislative Assembly)
	Led to a new government.


	Aug.–Sept. 1792
	Fall of monarchy & September Massacre
	“the Legislative Assembly disbanded and replaced itself with a new political body named the National Convention.”

	Jan. 1793
	Execution of Louis XVI
	 Ended the French monarchy.

	1793–1794
	Reign of Terror under Robespierre
	Caused liberty, equality, and freedom, and stabilized France.

	1799
	Napoleon seizes power (Coup of 18 Brumaire)
	Ended the French Revolution.



Part II – Critical Thinking Questions
Answer in complete sentences.
1. Why was the Third Estate dissatisfied with the Estates General system?
The system allowed the first and second states to outvote them.
2. How did symbols, such as the Bastille, help unite revolutionaries?
They united them by representing shared ideas against royal authority.
3. Why was the March on Versailles important for connecting the monarchy with the people?
Because it demonstrated popular power and forced the royal family to relocate to Paris.
4. What impact did the King’s failed escape to Varennes have on his popularity and authority?
It destroyed his credibility and revealed his disloyalty towards the revolution.
5. How did internal divisions and foreign threats push the Revolution into a more radical phase?
It led to increased paranoia amongst the people.
6. In your opinion, was the Reign of Terror necessary to defend the Revolution, or did it betray its ideals? Explain.
I think it betrayed its core ideals of liberty and justice and caused issues.
7. Why was Napoleon able to take power in 1799?
Because the directory was weak.

Part III – Writing Assignment
Write a 12 sentence historical analysis answering the following prompt:
Prompt:
 How did the French Revolution evolve from a call for constitutional reform into a radical movement that ultimately ended in dictatorship under Napoleon?
Make sure to:
· Mention at least three major events from the chart.


· Discuss how popular demands and political instability shaped the Revolution.


· Explain how the Revolution both succeeded and failed in its goals.
	The French Revolution first began in 1789 as a call for constitutional reform, driven by social inequality, economic crisis, etc. It soon evolved into a radical movement because the original movement failed to satisfy the deep political, social, and economic problems in France. The years of political chaos eventually ended with France left under the dictatorship of Napoleon, leaving France desperate for stability and stronger leadership. One major event that led France to being under Napoleon rule was The Fall of the Monarchy in 1792, which was the overthrow of King Louis XVl. Another major event that led to the outcome of the French Revolution is The Reign of Terror, where mass executions and widespread fear were created amongst the French economy. The last major event that was created by Napoleon was The Coup of 18 Brumaire in 1799, which was when Napoleon Bonaparte used his military popularity to seize power. Popular demands and political instability were the main cause of the French Revolution going from moderate reform to radical change. The economy protested for higher bread prices, feudal dues, equality, etc. Which relates to popular demand. The economy also protested for their leaders to act and show better authority. Political instability shaped the revolution by creating constant power struggles, weak governments, and more. Which had fueled violence and radicalism. Political instability eventually led to the collapse of the monarchy. The French Revolution succeeded by destroying the feudal system and ending absolute monarchy. It also spread ideas of liberty, equality, and citizenship. The Revolution failed to create lasting political freedom. 
























Rubric- For Teacher Only
French Revolution Assignment Rubric (100 Points)
	Criteria
	Points Possible
	Points Earned
	Comments

	Part I – Chart Breakdown (Major Events & Impact)
	25
	
	

	Accuracy of Events (dates & order)
	10
	
	

	Explanation of Impact (historical significance, not just recall)
	15
	
	

	Part II – Critical Thinking Questions
	25
	
	

	Completeness (all questions answered in full sentences)
	10
	
	

	Depth of Thought (cause/effect, consequences explained)
	10
	
	

	Clarity & Mechanics (grammar, spelling, readability)
	5
	
	

	Part III – Historical Analysis Essay
	40
	
	

	Content & Evidence (mentions at least 3 major events with accuracy)
	15
	
	

	Analysis (popular demands & political instability explained)
	10
	
	

	Successes & Failures of Revolution explained
	5
	
	

	Organization (intro, body, conclusion; logical flow)
	5
	
	

	Conventions (grammar, spelling, sentence structure; 12 sentence minimum)
	5
	
	

	Overall Effort & Presentation
	10
	
	

	Neatness & Completion (directions followed, all parts complete)
	5
	
	

	Effort & Engagement (thoughtful responses, shows understanding)
	5
	
	

	TOTAL
	100
	
	



